Do you realize that you are being watched? There are security cameras in most
stores that you shop in, and as you shop, people are watching you. Certain intersections
have cameras that take pictures of people going through red lights. There are cameras at
toll booths. Credit card companies are watching what you buy. Phone companies are
watching whom you are calling and who’s calling you. And you will never know how
closely you are being watched as you surf the internet. Right now on my Facebook feed
all sorts of ads are appearing of things that interest me. How did they figure that out?
Today, we are going to be looking at 2 men who were being watched – Daniel
and a man named Martin Luther. Both men were dedicated to serving God and honoring
him with their lives. They set an example for all of us on this reformation Sunday to:
Stand Up For Jesus.
Let’s look at Daniel. At the time of our lesson, he was an older man, perhaps in
his 80’s. He had been serving in the government for the Medes and Persians. He and the
rest of the Jews were in captivity, living in a foreign land under a foreign ruler.
Let’s look at Martin Luther. As we meet up with him, he is man who is 34 years
of age. He had gone to school to be a lawyer, but felt that was not where the Lord wanted
him to be. His sins troubled him and so he gave up a law career and entered a monastery.
He became a monk. He slept on cold floors and beat himself to try and pay for his sins.
He thought the life as a monk and eventually as a priest would merit God’s favor.
Back to Daniel. Daniel served faithfully as a top administrator for King Darius.
The king was planning to promote him above all the other government officials. Some of
those officials didn’t like it that Daniel, a Jew, would be higher in rank than they, and so
they plotted against him. And as they plotted, they noticed something about Daniel. Look
at verse 5: “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has
something to do with the law of his God.”
Daniel’s enemies knew that the only way to get Daniel was to do something
against his religion. And so they plotted his demise. They had the king make up a law
that for one month, no one could pray to any god except the king. Anyone who prayed to
a god must be thrown into the lion’s den. The king liked this idea – it appealed to his ego.
And so he put the decree in writing. It became a law.
Now since Daniel was such a high ranking government official, he learned about
this law immediately. He knew that people would be watching him. He could have
changed his daily routine. He could have worshiped God secretly instead of openly, just
to stay out of trouble. He could have said, “I’ll just pray to the king for one month, and
then I’ll go back to my old prayer practice. But that’s not what he did. Look at verse 10:
“Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his
upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got
down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.”
“I’m not going to cover up my faith,” Daniel probably thought. “I’m going to keep
praying. I’m going to keep serving God. I’m going to worship him openly, just as I have
done all my life. I will not hide my faith.” This was Daniel’s routine, to openly spend
time with God three times a day, meditating on his Word, and praying.
As we look at Martin Luther and his life, he was serving not in the government
but the church. And you might say his overseer was the Pope. Pope Leo X claimed to
have the ability to free people from the punishments of hell and purgatory through the
selling of indulgences. In other words, you could buy forgiveness. The pope claimed to

have the sole authority over the interpretation of what God’s Word said. The Pope
taught that you are not saved by faith alone in Christ but you needed to do many good
works. This last teaching really affected Luther. Luther tried as best he could to do what
the pope wanted. He would do good things. So he entered a monastery. He beat himself,
he prayed, he worshiped. He would do all he could to escape God’s wrath.
He struggled and struggled with this, until as a Professor he sat down and studied
Romans 1. In it he read about a righteousness has come to us from God - by faith. At that
point Luther said to himself, “the Gospel is the good news that Jesus lived a perfect life
as my substitute, and that he died on the cross. He didn’t die for Himself, so He must
have died for me. Jesus provided me with the righteousness I need. How does His
righteousness become mine? Not by beating myself and trying to reform my life, but
simply by faith in Jesus! He became what He was not - sin - so that I would become
what I was not - righteous!” This “tower experience” set him free from the deceit that he
had been put under for his whole life - that he had to punish himself for his sins - and set
him free from God’s wrath. Luther discerned the truth, that a man is saved by God’s
grace through faith. He saw the Pope’s teaching for what it was, a devastating eternal
error. On October 31st, 1517, 500 years ago, he posted 95 theses on the church door in
Wittenberg to debate the Catholic Church on this teaching and others.
People were watching. People were watching Luther, and they were watching
Daniel. We are told about Daniel in verse 11 that his enemies “went as a group and
found Daniel praying and asking God for help.” Daniel had disobeyed the king. King
Darius had no choice. He liked Daniel, but had to follow through on his decree. Daniel
was thrown into the Lion’s Den. Likewise, people were watching Luther. The Pope sent
Cardinal Cajetan and Dr. Eck to debate Luther. When Luther said, I don’t have to obey
the pope to be saved, Dr. Eck left in a huff. The pope stated that Luther would be
excommunicated, if he didn’t take back what he was teaching. Then emperor Charles got
involved. It looked like Luther would receive the death penalty. Luther spoke boldly to
the emperor, “unless you can proved from the Bible that I have made wrong statements, I
cannot and I will not take back anything. My conscience is bound by the Word of God.
Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise”. After the meeting with the emperor, Luther was
declared an outlaw whom anyone could kill after 20 days.
Would you have done what Luther or Daniel did? Would you have continued to
openly worship God, honor him, and stand up for what the Scriptures say, even when you
know that people are watching you and could hurt you? What if you are at a dinner with
other people, and normally, you pray before you eat. But tonight you’re eating with
people that aren’t Christians, and aren’t interested in becoming Christian. What would
you do? Would you pray? If someone says to you, “I’m a good person and I’m sure God
will take me to heaven.” Would you interrupt and say, you and I are not good persons.
We sin and deserve eternal punishment from God. If it weren’t for Jesus, we’d be going
to hell.” Or, would you hide your faith? Maybe skip praying, or just let that work
righteous comment slip by without saying anything?
We aren’t good at Standing Up For Jesus and His Word. We just don’t like the
idea of someone not liking us, or getting mad at us.
How good it is, that we have a God who forgives us. Our Savior Jesus Christ, is
the same God that Daniel and Luther prayed to. He doesn’t punish us for our sins of
weaknesses. He doesn’t punish us for our shortcomings. Instead, Jesus Christ allowed

himself to be killed on a cross, and this was his way of paying for our sins. And then he
rose from the dead, proving that he really is our God, and that our sins really are forgiven.
You are completely and totally forgiven for all the times you have covered up our faith.
Christ has paid for that sin on the cross. And now, he gives you the strength to become
more like Daniel and Luther, to live your Christian faith openly in your life.
Daniel did that. And, as a result, he was thrown into the lion’s den. Luther, did
that, and a contract was put out on his life. But here’s where we learn our second lesson
for today, and that lesson is this – as we serve God openly, he is watching and will
protect us.
After throwing Daniel into the lion’s den, the king couldn’t sleep. His conscience
wouldn’t let him rest, because he knew that he had sentenced an innocent man to death.
Early in the morning, the king ran to the lion’s den, and found Daniel alive. Daniel said:
“O king, live forever! My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions.” God
had been watching. “
After executing the enemies of Daniel, the king drafted a new decree, a new law.
Here we see proof, again, that God was watching over this entire situation. Listen to what
God caused this pagan king to write, in verse 26: “I decree that in every part of my
kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.” The decree goes on to
describe God as a living God, whose kingdom will last forever, who rescues and saves
his people. This pagan king is describing Jesus Christ to a tee. How could such a chain of
events happen? It doesn’t make sense, until you realize that God was watching over the
entire situation, and God was using these circumstances ultimately to glorify his name.
Because of what happened, people all over the kingdom learned about the God of Daniel.
People all over the kingdom heard this description of Jesus Christ, the God who saves,
whose kingdom lasts forever.
Remember in your life, that as you serve God openly, God is watching over the
entire situation. Things may not seem to go very smoothly. You many find yourself in a
lion’s den. “How can this be happening to me,” you might wonder, “when I’ve been
serving God openly all my life?” Perhaps Daniel wondered the same thing.
Remember, though, that God is watching over everything that happens to you.
Every conversation you have, every activity you’re involved in. And God promises to
work everything for your good and for the good of others. Look at Daniel – after it was
all over, everyone knew about the true God. Perhaps through you, as you openly live your
faith, someone else might learn about the true God who does so many amazing things on
behalf of his people.
It is my prayer today that God would give to each of you the heart of Daniel and
Luther. A heart that is courageous enough to stand up for the truth of God’s Word, even
when people are watching. A heart that trusts that God is watching, even when things
look difficult. That is the heart of Daniel and Luther. May God bless you with that same
heart. So then, Stand Up For Jesus! Amen.

