Your life on this earth is filled with opportunities to show kindness and love to other
people. Your life is also filled with opportunities to receive acts of kindness and love from other
people. Take a notebook such as this. Write down in the front each time you have an
opportunity to show kindness to people. Then start writing from the back each time you are
shown kindness from others. As 2019 progresses you would be amazed at how quickly this
notebook will fill up. You will realize how richly blessed you are to show kindness and also
richly blessed to be shown kindness.
In the words just read to you, we hear that our God shows us kindness and love. There is
so much evidence of God’s kindness in your life from the clothes you are wearing, the food you
ate for breakfast, and the home that kept you warm last night, the Christian friends and family
members who care about you. The supreme evidence of God’s kindness is the way he saves you.
That’s the thought we see in the words of our God that are before us this morning. God’s
kindness saves us in three ways. He gives us the blessing of righteousness through his Son. He
gives us the blessing of baptism. He gives us the hope of eternal life.
“But when the kindness of love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not by because
of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.” It says that the love of God our
Savior appeared. The Greek word for “appear” is the word ephiphaino from which we get the
word Epiphany. The supreme evidence of God’s love and kindness shows itself in the way
Jesus lived on this earth as the sinless Son of God. The heavenly Father said of Jesus at his
baptism: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Everything about Jesus’ life was
pleasing to the heavenly Father including the perfect sacrifice that would be made on the cross
for the sin of the world. The Holy Spirit came down in the form of dove pointing to Jesus as the
Christ and the place we need to place our hope of being declared righteous before God. The exit
signs in front of our church point out where to escape in case of fire. At Jesus’ baptism, the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit show tremendous kindness to us as they point to Jesus as the place to
go to escape the judgment to come.
We are not saved by righteous things that we do. We are saved by God’s mercy. “He
saved us not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.” It is utterly
impossible to be saved by righteous things we do because our righteous will never measure up to
what a holy and perfect God expects of us. In the verse previous to the words of our text the
Apostle Paul has this to say about all of us. “At one time we too were foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We live in malice and envy, being
hated and hating one another.” Wow! These are strong words.
I cannot find any righteousness in myself that is worthy of God saying, “I accept you and
love you.” As much as you try to love people and show them kindness, there are flashes of anger
that suddenly well up inside of you that are so humbling and so degrading. We do have good
moments when we show kindness to people. We are thankful for these shining moments. Even
these great moments become tarnished with evil thoughts when we become focused on ourselves
and how good we are.
One day, a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen
sink. She suddenly notices that her mother has several strands of white hair sticking out in
contrast on her brunette head. "Why are some of your hairs white, Mom?" she asks. Her mother
replies, "Well, every time you do something wrong and make me cry or unhappy, one of my

hairs turns white." The little girl thinks about this awhile, then asks, "So how come ALL of
Grandma’s hair is white?" The painful truth is we are not perfect. We are sinful. We sin against
God and each other and it shows.
I need to be saved by a righteousness outside of myself that is found not in me but in
God’s Son and so do you. “God saved us not by righteous things we have done, but because of
his mercy.” Oh, don’t you love that word mercy. Jesus had compassion on people. They came
to him for help and cried out to him, “Lord have mercy on me.” Here is how Romans 5
describes this mercy of our God that saves us through Jesus. “You see at just the right time,
while we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly die, but God demonstrated his
love for us in this: While we were sinners Christ died for us.”
Now let’s take this kindness of God that saves to another level as we look at how we are
not only saved through Jesus but also through our baptism. “He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal of the Holy Spirit whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ
our Savior.” Notice it says that God saves us through the washing of rebirth and renewal of the
Holy Spirit.
Through the Gospel, the good news about Jesus, the Holy Spirit does the unthinkable. He
enters dead hearts, these unclean temples, and he performs this most improbable miracle – he
washes and renews. That Gospel is like detergent. It comes in two forms. Liquid or powder.
Powder Gospel is the message about Christ in the Bible. Liquid Gospel is the waters of Baptism.
In our baptism the Holy Spirit comes to us and creates saving faith in our hearts. We are reborn
into a new relationship with God. What Jesus did at the cross, comes to us in our baptism.
It’s almost unthinkable! Yet think of it like this: In the flood, God destroyed all life on
this earth with the exception of the occupants in the ark. The whole world was totally submerged
under water. Everyone and everything was dead, rotting and decaying. Moses records for us the
state the earth was in, he writes, “Every living thing that moved on the earth perished—birds,
livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind.” Above the
water the ark floated under sunny skies but beneath the water the earth was a mass grave. Can
you imagine such a thing? Then the waters receded and when Noah came out of the ark, he saw
the beautiful flowers and the green grass. The waters of the flood had washed all that filth of
decaying bodies and death away. The earth was reborn. In the same way, our baptismal waters
have washed away the decaying flesh of sin from us; returning us to that right relationship with
God. Everything Christ did at Calvary comes to you in your baptism.
“What is Baptism?” Do an internet search on that question and you will find those who say
that Baptism is an ordinance, something you do to show your loyalty and faithfulness to the
Lord. One popular Southern California pastor who believes baptism is and ordinance says it is
like a wedding ring, a visible reminder of your inclusion in God’s family. Do we get baptized
just to show we are the bride of Christ or does baptism actually make us the bride as it creates
faith to believe? Ephesians 5 says of our baptism and being the bride of Christ, “Husbands love
your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her to make her holy, cleansing
her with water through the word.” Thus I can say that the blood of Jesus cleanses me from all
sin. I can also say that Baptism cleanses me from sin because it connects and brings me the
cleansing blood of Christ.

We see God’s kindness to us in the past through the perfect life Jesus lived for us. We
see the kindness of our God in the present blessing of Holy Baptism. We also see the kindness
of our God in the future plans he has for us. We are told, “So that, having been justified by his
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.”
We are heirs of eternal life. Perhaps you have received an inheritance at some time in
your life. It may have been your mother or your father who left some money for you. We are
justified by God’s grace. That means we are declared not guilty. That gives us the privilege of
being God’s children and heirs of the eternal life he has given us.
God in his mercy and kindness to you is preparing a special inheritance for you after you
leave this life. Jesus said in John 14, “I going to prepare a place for you.” In John 17 he prayed
to his Father, “O Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see
my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.”
Your Savior will someday let you experience the love that he has had with his heavenly Father
from all eternity. Here is what Peter says about this inheritance that is waiting for us. “In his
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for
you.”
There used to be a bumper sticker that read, “Practice random acts of kindness.” It is a
joy to do random acts of kindness, but also a joy to carefully plan out acts of kindness such as
gifts, birthday parties, meals, or nice things we enjoy doing for people we love. Your God is
very carefully planning out your inheritance for you. In the hymn Amazing Grace we sing these
words, “When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun. We’ve not less
days to sing God’s praise, Then when we first begun. In heaven we will have an eternity to
enjoy what our God has in his kindness has carefully planned for us.
The Lord is allowing us to show kindness to people in everything we do. He is allowing
us to also experience kindness from people who care about us and love. All these acts of human
kindness are daily reminders of the great kindness our God has shown to us by giving us Jesus,
giving us our baptism and giving us an inheritance in heaven. Amen.

