Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead!

“Death Has Been Defeated!”
Open Bible Evangelical Lutheran Church
Oxford, FL
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NOTES ON TODAY’S SERVICE
Jesus will raise us from death to life. The crown jewel of the coming kingdom is the resurrection
of the dead. One day, Jesus will defeat the last enemy and life will reign again in our new Eden
with God. On our Lenten walk to Calvary, the Church sees the Savior come face to face with
death and defeat it completely. During our Lenten walk, the Prayer of the Day asks God to help
us remember that Jesus, who is resurrection and life, has made us heirs of eternal life.

The Offering of Thankfulness:

The members of Open Bible congregation have joined
together to do the Lord’s work in this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel
obligated to participate in this offering that supports our church’s ministry, but you are welcome
to do so. Please continue to support the Gospel outreach of Open Bible with your offerings, so
that we might continue carrying out our mission statement: "Grow in Christ Through His Word,
and Make His Salvation Known." How should we do this?
1.You can go to our homepage at our church website
address. www.openbiblelutheranchurch.com
On the right side of the flashing picture is a tab that says, "Donate Online". Just click it and
follow the instructions. If you give by credit card from our secure site, you may want to add 3
percent to your offering to alleviate the cost of using a card. You also can give there via a bank
draft.
2.You may just mail your offering in by mail.
3. You may stop by church and drop your offering into the box next to the Welcome Station.
4. You may set up an automatic bill pay with your bank, where they mail out a check to the
church weekly at no charge to you. (you save postage)
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

P:

The grace of the Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:

And also with you.
The Confession of Sins

P:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to
be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray;
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.

P:

In the peace of forgiveness, Let us praise the Lord.
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OH, TASTE AND SEE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray.
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed
your will and bore the cross for our salvation that through his
anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins and
inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 11:17-27,38-45
(page 1616)
(Please stand out of reverence for Christ)
Martha believed in Jesus’ promise of a future resurrection, and so Jesus gave proof to
her and to us that his promise is true. By that same faith, he will give to us the crown
jewel of the kingdom. The one who is resurrection and life will also give resurrection
and life to all who believe.
On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days. Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. “Lord,” Martha
said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that
even now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will
rise again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of
God, who is to come into the world.”
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across
the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the
dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” Then Jesus
said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they
took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, Jesus
called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off
the grave clothes and let him go.” Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit
Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him.
NIV-1984

P: This is the Word of our Lord.
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HYMN OF THE DAY # 125 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

SERMON:
Text: John 11:17-27,38-45

“No Longer a Grave Situation!”
Pastor Mark M. Schulz

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed

(Please stand)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell, the third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; From there he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
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P:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

P:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN: LAPPY #84 “Give Thanks” by Henry Smith
Karen Pearson, guitar
Congregations sings

REFRAIN:
Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, his Son. (Repeat)
And now let the weak say "I am strong."
Let the poor say "I am rich"
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
And now let the weak say "I am strong."
Let the poor say "I am rich"
Because of what the Lord has done for us. REFRAIN
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Listen to our Radio Ministry on Sunday’s at 103.5FM and 96.3 AM
“The Shepherd.” Our time slot is 11:05 – 11:30am.

Open Bible Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Mark M Schulz
4671 Bellwether Lane
Oxford, FL 34484
352-753-9038, 989-525-5514
Pastor Rodger Dale: 352-901-1162
“Growing in Christ through the Word, making His Salvation Known”
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)
www.openbiblelutheranchurch.com

Scan this image with your IPhone or
IPad and go immediately to our web site.
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